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Cutting Costs for Grocery Stores

Project
Hy-Vee Grocery Stores

DCL® Technology Saves Money and Time for New Construction
Midwest regional grocery giant Hy-Vee keeps its stores brightly lit and
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welcoming to customers 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Of course, high

Mission, Kansas

light levels come at a cost. With utility rates on the rise, Hy-Vee began

Owatonna, Minnesota

looking for new technologies that would reduce its power bills without any

Raytown, Missouri

noticeable change in lighting.
In 2002, Energy Management Consultants (EMC) helped to develop a solution
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to Hy-Vee’s dilemma. All new Hy-Vee grocery stores would incorporate

DEMANDflex™ Ballasts with DCL®

cutting-edge lighting controls. Light levels at the front of each store would
adjust automatically to the natural sunlight available (daylight harvesting),
and scheduling software would automatically dim the lights after 6:00 p.m.
and throughout the overnight hours when lower light levels were appropriate.
The financial and environmental benefits of this solution satisfied the needs
of Hy-Vee, but EMC is always on the lookout for new technologies that
will improve its clients’ lighting designs. That’s why Rob Kenney at EMC was
among the first to discover DCL® (Demand Control Lighting) technology.
Only DCL is able to provide continuous dimming capabilities from full
power to 40 percent without the need for extra control wires. By eliminating
the low-voltage cabling required by other lighting control systems, Kenney
calculated a savings of $6,000 to $7,000 for each new Hy-Vee store on the
installation alone.
In May 2008, Hy-Vee agreed to test DCL in two new stores: one in Mission,
Kansas, and one in Owatonna, Minnesota.
According to EMC, the decision paid off. DCL reduced installation time for
the electrical contractor as well as reducing the potential for mistakes during
the installation process. Without control wiring, there was no possibility that
the contractor might miss a row or fixture, make connections between rows
incorrectly, or cross the wires.

System Controls

Number Installed
Approximately 800 per store

For More Information About:
Energy Management Consultants
www.emccontrols.com
Hy-Vee
www.hy-vee.com
Universal Lighting Technologies
www.unvlt.com
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Each DEMANDflex ballast in a Hy-Vee
grocery store is tuned to about 95 percent
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